THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
Parliament in the year after his restoration would have none of
this spirit. At the end of the next year Charles told the Parlia-
ment his intentions, and soon after released the religious
prisoners, Catholic and Protestant. But the Church insisted on
uniformity, and 2000 parish clergymen lost their benefices.
Charles yielded, as he always had to yield, to save the name of
King, and to get a grant, without which Government could not
be carried on. Parliament passed—and he accepted—the Con-
venticle Act of 1664, punishing any gathering, even in a private
house, of more than five persons, for services other than those
of the Established Church. Later the restrictions were more
severely renewed, and during the whole of that Parliament's
existence it successfully compelled the King to yield to it in
that prime matter of toleration upon which he had set his heart.
It was his master.
The Irish Settlement. Charles published on the Restora-
tion a Declaration promising that the Irish landowners, Catholic
and other, who had been dispossessed after Cromwell's invasion
should have their property restored to them if they had neither
joined the old Nationalist Confederation of 1641x nor personally
taken up arms in connection with the Great Rebellion. This
policy would have restored the bulk of the Catholic landowners
whom Cromwell had robbed, but the Declaration was not carried
out. There was attached to it a contradictory qualification. Men
in possession of the stolen lands were to receive compensation
out of other lands forfeited by rebellion. Of these there were
not nearly enough. Also everything was done to prevent
justice, because it would have offended powerful moneyed
interests in England, especially among the aristocracy and in
the City of London.
The City had advanced money for Cromwell's conquests
and had also lent it to the new settlers on the security of their
loot; everything therefore was done in London to defeat the
claims of the original Irish owners. Further, there was resist-
ance on all sides by the new owners. The Irish House of
Commons, which was drawn from the small Protestant minority,
had the chief hand in the settlement. The thing dragged on
for years—from 1661 to 1665—and in the upshot matters were
1 When the Irish had rebelled in 1641 to regain possession of their land,
there had been formed a National Confederation among their leaders, which
body was, in the eyes of English law, treasonable.

